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1
METHOD FOR FABRICATING MEDICAL
DEVICES WITH POROUS POLYMERIC
STRUCTURES

This application is a continuation application of U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 12/163,845 which was filed on
Jun. 27, 2008, which is incorporated by reference herein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to medical devices including porous
polymeric structures.

2. Description of the State of the Art

This invention relates to various kinds of medical devices
including structures made from polymers. Such medical
devices include, but are not limited to, radially expandable
prostheses, such as stents and stent grafts, catheters, and leads
for pacemakers and implantable cardioverter defibrillators
(ICD).

Radially expandable endoprostheses are adapted to be
implanted in a bodily lumen. An “endoprosthesis” refers to an
artificial device that is placed inside the body. A “lumen”
refers to a cavity of a tubular organ such as a blood vessel.
Stents are generally cylindrically shaped devices, which
function to hold open and sometimes expand a segment of a
blood vessel or other anatomical lumen such as urinary tracts
and bile ducts. Stents are often used in the treatment of ath-
erosclerotic stenosis in blood vessels. “Stenosis” refers to a
narrowing or constriction of the diameter of a bodily passage
or orifice. In such treatments, stents reinforce body vessels
and prevent restenosis following angioplasty in the vascular
system. “Restenosis” refers to the reoccurrence of stenosis in
a blood vessel or heart valve after it has been treated (as by
balloon angioplasty, stenting, or valvuloplasty) with apparent
success.

The treatment of a diseased site or lesion with a stent
involves both delivery and deployment of the stent. “Deliv-
ery” refers to introducing and transporting the stent through a
bodily lumen to a region, such as a lesion, in a vessel that
requires treatment.

“Deployment” corresponds to the expanding of the stent
within the lumen at the treatment region. Delivery and
deployment of a stent are accomplished by positioning the
stent about one end of a catheter, inserting the end of the
catheter through the skin into a bodily lumen, advancing the
catheter in the bodily lumen to a desired treatment location,
expanding the stent at the treatment location, and removing
the catheter from the lumen.

In the case of a balloon expandable stent, the stent is
mounted about a balloon disposed on the catheter. Mounting
the stent typically involves compressing or crimping the stent
onto the balloon. The stent is then expanded by inflating the
balloon. The balloon may then be deflated and the catheter
withdrawn. In the case of a self-expanding stent, the stent may
be secured to the catheter via a constraining member such as
a retractable sheath or a sock. When the stent is in a desired
bodily location, the sheath may be withdrawn which allows
the stent to self-expand.

The stent must be able to satisfy a number of requirements
such as the radial strength necessary to withstand the struc-
tural loads, namely radial compressive forces, imposed on the
stent as it supports the walls of a vessel. Once expanded, the
stent must adequately maintain its size and shape throughout
its service life despite the various forces that may come to
bear on it, including the cyclic loading induced by the beating
heart. For example, a radially directed force may tend to cause
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a stent to recoil inward. In addition, the stent must possess
sufficient flexibility to allow for crimping, expansion, and
cyclic loading. Finally, the stent must be biocompatible so as
not to trigger any adverse vascular responses.

The structure of a stent is typically composed of scaffold-
ing that includes a pattern or network of interconnecting
structural elements often referred to in the art as struts or bar
arms. The scaffolding can be formed from wires, tubes, or
sheets of material rolled into a cylindrical shape. The scaf-
folding is designed so that the stent can be radially com-
pressed (to allow crimping) and radially expanded (to allow
deployment).

Additionally, a medicated stent may be fabricated by coat-
ing the surface of either a metallic or polymeric scaffolding
with a polymeric carrier that includes an active agent or drug.
Polymeric scaffolding may also serve as a carrier of an active
agent or drug.

Furthermore, it may be desirable for medical devices, such
as stents, to be biodegradable. In many treatment applica-
tions, the presence of a stent in a body may be necessary for
a limited period of time until its intended function of, for
example, maintaining vascular patency and/or drug delivery
is accomplished. Therefore, stents fabricated from biode-
gradable, bioabsorbable, and/or bioerodable materials such
as bioabsorbable polymers can be configured to partially or
completely erode away after the clinical need for them has
ended.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the present invention include a method of
fabricating a stent, comprising: disposing a bioabsorbable
polymer tube in a chamber; contacting the tube with a fluid at
supercritical conditions, wherein the fluid is impregnated in
the bioabsorbable polymer of the tube; and adjusting condi-
tions in the chamber so that the fluid is subcritical to form a
porous structure in the tube; and cutting a stent pattern in the
porous tube.

Embodiments of the present invention include a method of
fabricating stent, comprising: disposing a bioabsorbable
polymer tube in a chamber; contacting the tube with a fluid at
supercritical conditions, wherein the fluid is impregnated in
the polymeric tube; adjusting conditions in the chamber so
that the fluid is subcritical to form a porous structure in the
tube; and reducing or preventing radial expansion of the tube
during formation of the porous structure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 depicts a stent.

FIGS. 2A-B depict cross-sections of a stent strut with a
coating.

FIGS. 3A-B depict cross-sections of a stent strut composed
of'two layers.

FIGS. 4A-B depict cross-sections of a stent strut composed
of three layers.

FIGS. 5A-B depicts cross-sections of a cardiac lead.

FIGS. 6A-B depict a chamber containing a polymeric
medical article shown as a polymeric tube.

FIG. 6C depicts a blown up portion of the tube shown in
FIGS. 6A-B.

FIG. 7A depicts an axial cross-section of a tube disposed
within a mold.

FIG. 7B depicts a radially expanded porous polymeric tube
within a mold.

FIG. 8 depicts a schematic illustration of the formation of
a porous polymer structure in a melt process.
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FIG. 9 depicts an extruder.
FIG. 10A depicts a die having two circular orifices.
FIG. 10B depicts a coextruded tube.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the present invention relate to medical
devices having porous bioabsorbable polymeric structures or
portions. Such structures can also be referred to as polymeric
foam structures. The embodiments of the methods of forming
the porous foam structures include impregnating, mixing, or
dispersing a supercritical fluid in a polymer. A thermody-
namic instability is then induced in the fluid which results in
the formation of cells or pores in the polymer.

The polymeric structures and methods of fabrication
described herein are generally applicable to formation of
porous polymeric structures for any medical device. In par-
ticular, the methods can be applied to tubular medical devices
such as self-expandable stents, balloon-expandable stents,
stent-grafts, catheters, and various kinds of electrodes or
leads for electrical cardiac medical devices, such as pacemak-
ers and implantable cardioverter defibrillators (ICD).

An exemplary structure of a stent is shown in FIG. 1. FIG.
1 depicts a stent 100 which is made up of struts 110. Stent 100
has interconnected cylindrical rings 115 connected by linking
struts or links 120. The embodiments disclosed herein are not
limited to fabricating stents or to the stent pattern illustrated in
FIG. 1. The embodiments are easily applicable to other stent
patterns and other devices. The variations in the structure of
patterns are virtually unlimited.

The embodiments are easily applicable to other patterns
and other devices. The variations in the structure of patterns
are virtually unlimited. A stent such as stent 100 may be
fabricated from a tube by forming a pattern in the tube with a
technique such as laser cutting or chemical etching.

Furthermore, stents and other medical devices have been
designed for the localized delivery of a therapeutic agent. A
medicated stent may be constructed by coating the device or
substrate with a coating material containing a therapeutic
agent. The substrate of the device may also contain a thera-
peutic agent. As described in more detail below, certain
embodiments of the present invention include impregnating a
therapeutic agent within the pores of the polymeric structure
of a medical device.

In the various embodiments of the present invention, the
porous polymeric structure of a medical device can be made
partially or completely from a biodegradable or bioabsorb-
able. In other embodiments, the porous polymeric structures
can also be made of biostable polymers. In general, a polymer
for use in fabricating a medical device can be biostable,
bioabsorbable, biodegradable or bioerodable. Biostable
refers to polymers that are not biodegradable. The terms
biodegradable, bioabsorbable, and bioerodable are used
interchangeably and refer to polymers that are capable of
being completely degraded and/or eroded when exposed to
bodily fluids such as blood and can be gradually resorbed,
absorbed, and/or eliminated by the body. The processes of
breaking down and absorption of the polymer can be caused
by, for example, hydrolysis and metabolic processes. In some
treatment situations, a degradation time of less than 2 years
may be desirable, for example, between 6 and 14 months, or
more narrowly, between 8 and 12 months. Degradation time
refers to the time for complete erosion of an absorbable struc-
ture from an implant site.

Many bioabsorbable polymers that are candidates for use
in medical devices degrade through hydrolytic mechanisms.
Common examples of such biodegradable polymers are poly
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4
(hydroxy acids) such as poly(L-lactide) (PLLA), poly(DL-
lactic acid) (PDLA), polyglycolide, polycaprolactone, poly-
anhydrides, polyarylates, and copolymers thereof such as
poly(glycolide-co-lactide) (PLGA).

Various embodiments of the present invention include
medical devices having porous bioabsorbable polymeric
structures. The porous structure formed can be characterized
by several properties including, but not limited to, pore size,
porosity, and open cell or closed cell structure. Open cells
refer to pores that are connected to each other and form an
interconnected network. Closed cells refer to cells that are not
interconnected.

Porous bioabsorbable polymeric structures can be useful
for controlling drug release and controlling degradation rate
of a structure. With respect to drug release, drug release rate
and content can be a function of the porosity. As porosity
increases, the amount of drug that can be loaded into a struc-
ture increases. Additionally, the drug release rate can be influ-
enced by porosity. Furthermore, degradation rate of a poly-
mer structure can be controlled by porosity since degradation
rate depends on moisture content or uptake of the structure.
Thus, porosity of a porous structure can be modified to obtain
selected drug release rate from, drug loading in, and degra-
dation rate of a bioabsorbable polymeric structure.

The pore size can be controlled by adjusting or optimizing
processing conditions during pore formation. In certain
embodiments, the porous structures can be nanoporous. Nan-
oporous structures refer to pore sizes in the nanometer range,
or less 1000 nm or 1 um. In particular, nanoporous structures
have pores with sizes of less than 2 nm (“microporous™), 2-50
nm (“mesoporous”), 50-1000 nm (“macroporous’). A major-
ity, all, or substantially all of the pores can be in the nanopo-
rous range. The definitions of microporous, mesoporous, and
macroporous are set out by the International Union of Pure
and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC). The porous structures can
additionally have pores greater than 1 um, in particular, 1-10
um, 10-100 um, or greater than 100 um.

Certain embodiments can include stent with a stent body or
scaffolding with a coating disposed above at least a portion of
the stent body in which the coating is composed of a porous
bioabsorbable polymer. In these embodiments, the stent body
or scaffolding can be formed of a metal, a nonporous polymer,
or both. A nonporous polymeric body or scatfolding can be
formed of a bioabsorbable polymer, biostable polymer, or
both. In exemplary embodiments, the stent body or scaffold-
ing can be made from a semicrystalline bioabsorbable poly-
mer with a Tg above human body temperature that remains
relatively stiff at human body temperature. Exemplary poly-
mers include PLLA, PLGA, and copolymers thereof.

The body or scaffolding of a stent is generally primarily
responsible for providing mechanical support to walls of a
bodily lumen once the stent is deployed within the bodily
lumen. A stent body or scaftolding, for example, as pictured
in FIG. 1, can refer to a stent structure with an outer surface to
which no coating or layer of material different from that of
which the structure is manufactured. If the body is manufac-
tured by a coating process, the stent body can refer to a state
prior to application of additional coating layers of different
material. “Outer surface” means any surface however spa-
tially oriented that is in contact with bodily tissue or fluids. A
stent body, scaffolding, or substrate can refer to a stent struc-
ture formed by laser cutting a pattern into a tube or a sheet that
has been rolled into a cylindrical shape.

As indicated above, the coating is disposed above at least a
portion of the surface of the stent body or scaffolding.
“Above” refers to over, but not necessarily in contact with. In
some embodiments, the coating is disposed over an entire
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surface of the body or scaffolding, i.e., a luminal surface,
abluminal surface, and sidewall surfaces of the structural
elements of the stent.

FIGS. 2A-B depict cross-sections of a stent strut 330 nor-
mal to and parallel to an axis of strut 330, respectively. A
metal or polymeric body 332 has a porous polymer coating
334 over an abluminal surface 336, a luminal surface 338, and
sidewall surfaces 340 of body 332.

In some embodiments, a therapeutic agent can be disposed
or impregnated within the porous coating. Upon implantation
of the stent, the agent can be released into a bodily lumen
either through diffusion or degradation of the porous coating.
Therapeutic agents can include, but are not limited to, anti-
proliferative agents, anti-inflammatory agents, antibiotics,
and antithrombotic agents. Anti-proliferative agents include,
but are not limited to, Everolimus, Rapamycin, and/or deriva-
tives thereof. Everolimus is available under the trade name
Certican™, Novartis Pharma AG, Germany. An anti-inflam-
matory agent can include, without limitation, Clobetasol,
which is available under the trade name Temovate™, Glaxo-
smithkline, UK. Antithrombotic agents include heparin.

In additional embodiments, the body or scaffolding can
include coating layers in addition to the porous polymer layer.
Such additional coating layers can be porous or nonporous.
Additional coating layers may or may not include a therapeu-
tic agent. In one embodiment, a nonporous polymer layer can
be disposed above a porous medicated layer to control the
diffusion of therapeutic agent from the medicated layer.

In further embodiments, a stent body or scaffolding can be
composed of porous, bioabsorbable polymer. In such
embodiments, the porous scaffolding can include a therapeu-
tic agent disposed or impregnated within the porous stent
body or scaffolding. The porous stent body or scaffolding can
further include a nonporous, porous bioabsorbable polymer
coating, or both.

In additional embodiments of the invention, a stent can
have a structure including an abluminal layer, a luminal layer,
and optionally an inner layer, with at least one of the layers
being porous bioabsorbable polymer layer. Additionally, at
least one of the layers can be metallic or a nonporous bioab-
sorbable polymer. The porous layer can optionally include a
therapeutic agent.

An exemplary layered stent structure can include two lay-
ers with one layer being a porous medicated layer and a
nonporous layer. In one embodiment, the nonporous layer can
act as a body or scaftolding that is primarily responsible for
maintaining vascular patency. For example, the nonporous
layer can be 5-10, 10-50, 50-100, 100-1000 times, or more
than 1000 times thicker than the abluminal and luminal lay-
ers. Alternatively, the nonporous layer can be 1-5 times that of
the porous layer.

FIGS. 3A-B depict cross-sections of a stent strut 350 nor-
mal to and parallel to an axis of strut 350, respectively. Strut
350 has an abluminal layer 352 and a luminal layer 354 with
line 356 depicting the boundary between the layers. Ablumi-
nal layer 352, luminal layer 354, or both can be porous bio-
absorbable polymer. A thickness of the Ta of the abluminal
layer and T1 of the luminal layer can be the same or different.
As discussed above, in some embodiments, one of the layers
can be thicker to serve the purpose of providing mechanical
support to a lumen, while the other layer can include a thera-
peutic agent.

Another exemplary structure can include porous abluminal
and luminal layers and a nonporous inner layer between the
porous layers. In such a structure, the inner layer can act as a
body or scaffolding that is primarily responsible for main-
taining vascular patency. For example, the inner layer can be
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5-10, 10-50, 50-100, 100-1000 times, or more than 1000
times thicker than the abluminal and luminal layers. The
abluminal and luminal layer can further include a therapeutic
agent.

In another exemplary structure, the inner layer can be
porous and the abluminal and luminal layers can be nonpo-
rous. In such a structure the inner layer can be medicated and
the abluminal and luminal layers can be primarily responsible
for maintaining vascular patency.

FIGS. 4A-B depicts cross-sections of a stent strut 360
normal to and parallel to an axis of strut 360, respectively.
Strut 360 has an abluminal layer 362, a luminal layer 354, and
an inner layer 366 with thicknesses, Ta, T1, and Ti, respec-
tively. At least one of the layers can be a nonporous bioab-
sorbable polymer layer, optionally including a therapeutic
agent.

Further embodiments of the present invention include
porous polymeric structures on electrical leads used with
electrical cardiac devices. Cardiac rhythmic management
devices such as pacemakers and ICD’s monitor the heartbeat
and provide electrical impulses or shocks to the heart through
electrical leads/electrodes that are in direct contact with heart
muscle. A pacemaker is a medical device which uses electri-
cal impulses, delivered by such electrodes contacting the
heart muscles, to regulate the beating of the heart. An ICD
delivers an electrical shock through such leads to restore
normal rhythm when life-threatening, irregular heartbeats are
detected. In general, an ICD keeps the heart from beating too
fast.

The leads or electrodes include one or more wires sur-
rounded by an insulation, typically a flexible polymer. The
presence of such leads in the body can lead to various com-
plications or bodily disorders including endothelialization,
infection, inflammation, and thrombosis (from intravenous
leads). In certain embodiments, a cardiac device lead can
include a porous polymeric layer including a therapeutic
agent impregnated in the pores of the porous layer. The thera-
peutic agent(s) can be selected to treat one or more bodily
disorders. The therapeutic agent can include, for example, an
antiproliferative agent, an anti-inflammatory agent, antibiot-
ics, or an anti-thrombotic agents.

The porous layer of the cardiac leads can be formed from a
bioabsorbable or a biostable polymer. In particular, the
porous layer can be formed from an elastomer conventionally
used for cardiac leads, such as a silicone or polyurethane
elastomer. Alternatively, the layer can be formed of a bioab-
sorbable polymer such as an elastomer. For example, bioab-
sorbable elastomeric polymers include polycaprolactone,
polydioxanone, poly(hydroxy butyrate), and poly(trimethyl-
ene carbonate).

FIGS. 5A-B depict radial and axial cross-sections, respec-
tively, of an exemplary cardiac lead 400. Cardiac lead 400
includes a tubular polymeric insulation sheath disposed over
a wire 402. The sheath is composed of a nonporous inner
polymeric layer 404 and a porous outer polymeric layer 405.
The central lumen of the polymer sheath can be divided into
two or more passageways or lumens to accommodate more
than one wire.

Further embodiments of the present invention include a
catheter having a porous polymer layer. In general, a catheter
is a tube that can be inserted into a body cavity, duct, or vessel
and is used in a number of medical applications. The presence
of'a catheter in the body can lead to various complications or
disorders including endothelialization, infection, inflamma-
tion, and thrombosis. In certain embodiments, a catheter can
include a porous polymer layer including a therapeutic agent
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impregnated in the pores of the porous layer. The porous layer
can be formed of a bioabsorbable or biostable polymer.

In general, a porous polymeric structure or foam can be
formed from a nonporous polymer composition using physi-
cal and/or chemical blowing agents. A particularly advanta-
geous method of forming a porous polymeric structure
includes the use of a supercritical fluid as a blowing agent. In
such a technique, a polymeric foam structure is formed by
impregnating a polymer with a supercritical fluid and induc-
ing a thermodynamic instability through a temperature or
pressure change to a subcritical state. The instability results in
the formation of clusters or bubbles of higher density causing
formation of pores in the polymer. Other methods known to
those with skill the in art may also be used to form a porous
polymer structure in the disclosed medical devices.

A “supercritical fluid” is any substance above its critical
temperature, critical pressure, and critical density. Supercriti-
cal carbon dioxide may be used in the disclosed embodi-
ments, although other supercritical fluids may be used. Car-
bon dioxide is non-toxic, non-flammable, chemically inert,
completely recoverable, abundant and inexpensive. Carbon
dioxide has properties that are between those of many liquids
and gases. At room temperature and above its vapor pressure,
carbon dioxide exists as a liquid with a density comparable to
organic solvents but with excellent wetting properties and a
very low viscosity. Above its critical temperature, pressure,
and density (31° C., 73.8 bar, and 468 kg/m?), carbon dioxide
is in the supercritical state and has gas-like viscosities and
liquid-like densities. Small changes in temperature or pres-
sure cause dramatic changes in the density and viscosity.

In the present embodiments, the formation of porous poly-
meric structures in medical devices can be performed in batch
or continuous modes of operation. A batch operation can
include disposing a medical article having a polymeric por-
tion in a chamber. For example, the chamber can be part of an
autoclave that enables precise control of temperature and
pressure within the chamber.

The medical article can include a medical device or parts
thereof in various stages of manufacture. As discussed above,
the medical article has a portion or structure that is composed
of a polymer. The polymer structure can be nonporous or
porous. In some embodiments, the medical article includes a
porous polymer structure and a nonporous polymer structure.

In certain embodiments, the medical article can include a
polymeric tube or a tube having a polymeric layer. Such a tube
may be in a manufacturing stage prior to cutting a stent
pattern. Additionally, a tube can be for use as a catheter or a
sheath of a cardiac lead. Exemplary tubular medical articles
include, but are not limited to:

tube composed of a single homogeneous polymer layer,

abluminal polymer layer and luminal polymer layer com-

posed of the same or different polymers, and
abluminal layer and luminal layer, one layer polymer and
one layer metallic.

In addition, a medical article can include a stent having a
polymeric portion. Exemplary stent structures include, but
are not limited to:

a stent body or scaffolding composed of a polymer,

astent body or scaffolding composed of'a metal or polymer

with a coating layer over abluminal, luminal, and side-
wall surfaces,

stent body or scaffolding with an abluminal layer and a

luminal layer with at least one layer being composed of
a polymer and another layer composed of the same or
different polymer, and
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stent body or scaffolding with an abluminal layer and a
luminal layer with one layer being a polymer layer and
one layer being a metallic layer.

In the batch operation, embodiments of the method further
include contacting the medical article in the chamber with a
fluid at supercritical conditions. In particular, the supercritical
fluid can be injected into the chamber. In such embodiments,
prior to the contacting the medical article with the supercriti-
cal fluid, the temperature and pressure in the chamber may be
adjusted to or above supercritical temperature (Tc) and pres-
sure (Pc) of the fluid. The temperature of the chamber can be
adjusted to a target temperature or temperature range above
Tc that allows or facilitates impregnation of the supercritical
fluid in the polymer of the medical article. The pressure can be
adjusted to a target pressure or range up to a saturation pres-
sure above Pc of the supercritical fluid in the polymer at the
target temperature. The target pressure and temperature can
be maintained for a selected time period which depends on the
desired properties of the porous structure to be formed.

This temperature adjustment to the target temperature can
be performed prior to injection of the supercritical fluid or
alternatively, after injection of the supercritical fluid into the
chamber. In exemplary embodiments, to facilitate impregna-
tion of the supercritical fluid in the polymer, the target tem-
perature can be above the glass transition temperature (Tg) or
softening point (Ts) of the polymer. In exemplary embodi-
ments, the target temperature can be up to 10° C. above,
10-50° C. above, 50-100° C. above, or more than 100° C.
above the Tg or Ts of'the polymer. In other embodiments, the
target temperature can be up to 10° C. below, 10-30° C. below,
30-50° C. below, or more than 50° C. below the Tg or Ts of the
polymer. In such embodiments, the supercritical fluid may be
dissolved in the polymer so that the polymer and supercritical
fluid are a single phase mixture. Tg’s of some polymers that
can be can be used are provided in Table 1.

TABLE 1

Melting points and glass transition temperatures of polymers.

Polymer Melting Point (° C.)* Glass Transition Temp (° C.)*
PGA 225-2301 35-40
PLLA 173-178¢ 60-65
PDLA Amorphous 55-60
PCL 58-631 (-65)-(—60)
602
PDO N/A (-10)-0
85/15 PLGA Amorphous 50-55!
75/25 PLGA Amorphous 50-55!
65/35 PLGA Amorphous 45-50!
50/50 PLGA Amorphous 45-50!

"Medical Plastics and Biomaterials Magazine, March 1998.
Science, Vol. 297 p. 803 (2002)

In the batch mode, the method further includes adjusting
conditions in the chamber to subcritical conditions of the fluid
to cause formation of pores in the polymer by the fluid. The
conditions are adjusted in chamber to induce a thermody-
namic instability in the fluid that result in the nucleation and
growth of clusters of fluid in the polymer. The growth of the
clusters induces the formation of cells or pores in the polymer,
and thus a porous polymeric structure or polymeric foam. The
thermodynamic instability can be induced through a decrease
in pressure, temperature, or both to subcritical conditions in
the chamber. For example, the chamber can be depressurized
followed by cooling or the chamber can be cooled during the
depressurizing.

“Nucleation” refers generally a process by which a homo-
geneous, single-phase solution of polymeric material, in
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which is dissolved molecules of a species that is a gas under
ambient conditions, undergoes formations of clusters of mol-
ecules of the species that define “nucleation sites,” from
which cells will grow. That is, “nucleation” means a change
from a homogeneous, single-phase solution to a mixture in
which sites of aggregation of at least several molecules of
fluid are formed. Nucleation defines that transitory state when
gas, in solution in a polymer melt, comes out of solution to
form a suspension of bubbles or clusters within the polymer.

Several process parameters can effect the properties of the
porous polymer structure. These parameters include, but are
not limited to, the target temperature and pressure during
contacting the supercritical fluid, the contact time, the depres-
surization rate, and the cooling rate. It is expected that
increasing the target pressure and contact time will increase
the amount of supercritical fluid impregnated, thus resulting
in smaller pores and higher cell density. Additionally, it is
expected that a slower cooling rate will increase the degree of
coalescence of clusters, thus resulting in larger pores.
Increased coalescence may also result in a pore structure that
are interconnected with an open cell structure.

In further embodiments, a drug can be impregnated within
the pores of the porous polymer structure for delivery upon
implantation of the polymer structure in a patient. In such
embodiments, the drug can be impregnated with the super-
critical fluid. The supercritical fluid for injection in the cham-
ber can include a therapeutic agent dissolved or dispersed
therein. In some embodiments, the therapeutic agent can be
provided as a colloidal suspension in the supercritical fluid.
The superecritical fluid with the dissolved or dispersed drug is
injected into the chamber and both the supercritical fluid and
therapeutic agent are impregnated within the polymer struc-
ture of the medical article. Upon adjustment to subcritical
conditions in the chamber to form the pores, the therapeutic
agent becomes impregnated in the pores that are formed.

FIGS. 6 A-C depict a schematic illustration of a batch pro-
cess for forming a porous polymeric structure of a medical
article. FIG. 6 A depicts a chamber 200 formed by walls 202
which contains a polymeric medical article shown as an axial
cross-section of a polymeric tube 204. A supercritical fluid,
optionally mixed with a therapeutic agent, is injected into
chamber 200 as shown by an arrow 206. The temperature (T1)
and pressure (P1) within chamber 200 are greater than Tc and
Pc of the supercritical fluid. Chamber 200 is depressurized to
apressure P2 below Pc and cooled to a temperature T1 below
Tc to induce pore formation. FIG. 6C shows a blown up
portion of the tube 204 made up of a polymer matrix 212 with
pores 210.

It is expected that formation of pores in a polymer structure
of'amedical article may cause the dimensions of the polymer
structure to increase. In particular, a polymer tube or stent can
radially expand during formation of pores resulting in an
increase in an outer diameter of the stent. In certain embodi-
ments, the increase in dimensions of the polymer structure
can be prevented, reduced, or limited.

In such embodiments, a polymer tube in a chamber, as
described above, can be disposed within a cylindrical mold to
prevent, reduce, or limit radial expansion of the tube. The tube
is positioned within the mold to limit or prevent radial expan-
sion of the tube upon formation of the pores in the polymer
tube. As the tube radially expands, an inner surface of the
mold restrains or prevents radial expansion of the tube
through contact with the outer surface of the tube.

In some embodiments, a tubular medical article, such as a
polymer tube or stent, can be allowed to expand during pore
formation without any restraint on the amount of expansion.
In other embodiments, the medical article can be allowed to
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radially expand with the expansion limited to a target diam-
eter by using a mold with an inner diameter that is equal to the
target diameter. In additional embodiments, radial expansion
of'a tubular medical article can be prevented by disposing the
tube in a mold having an inner diameter that is the same or
approximately the same as the outer diameter of the tubular
medical article so that there is a slip fit of the tubular medical
article in the mold.

In general, deformation of a polymer can improve its
mechanical properties, such as strength, along an axis of
deformation. It has been observed that radial expansion of a
tube can increase its radial strength. A stent formed from such
a tube thus may have increased radial strength. The increase
in radial strength is believed to be due at least in part to
alignment of polymer chains along a circumference of the
tube.

The degree of radial expansion, and thus induced radial
orientation and strength, ofa tube can be quantified by aradial
expansion (RE) ratio:

RE ratio=Outside Diameter of Expanded Tube/Origi-
nal Inside Diameter of Tube

The degree of radial expansion can also be expressed as a
percent expansion:

% Radial expansion=(RE ratio—1)x100%

In exemplary embodiments, the percent radial expansion can
be 0-100%, 100-300%, 300-500%, or greater than 500%.

FIGS. 7A-B illustrate limiting radial expansion of a tube
during pore formation. FIG. 7A depicts an axial cross-section
of a tube 220 with an outer surface 224 disposed within a
mold 222 with an inner surface 226. Tube 220 has an outer
diameter Dto prior to pore formation and mold 222 has an
inner diameter Dm. During pore formation within a chamber
(not shown), tube 220 has a tendency to radially expand as
shown by arrows 228. FIG. 7B shows that inner surface 226 of
mold 222 limits the radial deformation of tube 220 to Dtf
(which is equal to Dm) through contact with outer surface 224
of tube 220.

In further embodiments, a porous polymer structure of a

medical article can be formed through contact of a supercriti-
cal fluid with a polymer melt. Such embodiments include
fabricating a medical article in a continuous operation using
extrusion.
In general, extrusion refers to the process of conveying a
polymer melt through an extruder and forcing the polymer
melt through a die that imparts a selected shape to the polymer
exiting the extruder. In the case of tubing extrusion, the poly-
mer melt (extrudate) forced through the die forms a cylindri-
cal film in the shape of a tube. The film is cooled and drawn
axially to form the tubing.

An extruder generally includes a barrel through which a
polymer melt is conveyed from an entrance to an exit port.
The polymer is fed to an extruder barrel near its proximal end
as a melt or in a solid form, for example, as a pellet from a
hopper. The solid polymer is melted as it is conveyed through
the barrel and mixed, for example, through interaction with
rotating screws. The polymer in the extruder barrel is heated
to temperatures above the melting temperature (Tm) of the
polymer and exposed to pressures that are generally far above
ambient. Since the viscosity decreases with temperature, the
temperature is at a level that allows a desired flow rate of
polymer through the extruder.

An extruder barrel also generally includes a breaker plate
positioned at a distal end of the extruder barrel. A breaker
plate is a thick metal disk with holes drilled through it. The
breaker plate serves to create a back pressure in the barrel
which facilitates uniform melting and mixing.
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The polymer melt exits the distal end of the extruder barrel
into a die. A die generally refers to a device having an orifice
with a specific shape or design geometry that it imparts to a
polymer melt pumped from an extruder. In the case of tubing
extrusion, the die has a circular shaped orifice that imparts a
cylindrical shape to the polymer melt exiting the die. The
function of the die is to control the shape of the polymer melt
by delivering polymer melt to the orifice. The polymer melt
can be delivered at a selected temperature and pressure. The
formed product exiting the die is cooled by passing it through
a bath of fluid such as water. Representative examples of
extruders for use with the present invention may include
single screw extruders, intermeshing co-rotating and counter-
rotating twin-screw extruders, and other multiple screw mas-
ticating extruders.

In embodiments of the present invention, a supercritical
fluid is contacted with a polymer being conveyed through an
extruder. In some embodiments, a supercritical fluid can be
injected into the extruder and as the polymer is conveyed
along the extruder barrel, the supercritical fluid is mixed or
dispersed within the polymer. The supercritical fluid can be
injected into the extruder an any point along the length of the
extruder barrel that allows uniform or substantially uniform
mixing of the fluid with the polymer. In general, a pressure
and temperature gradient can exist in the extruder barrel
between the proximal end and the distal end and through the
extruder die. The mixture of the polymer and supercritical
fluid can be a single or two phase composition.

In some embodiments, the pressure and temperature can be
maintained above Tc and Pc along at least a portion of the
extruder barrel and die to keep the fluid in a supercritical state.
In other embodiments, a gas or liquid can be injected into the
extruder barrel and conditions in the extruder barrel can trans-
form the fluid to a supercritical state.

When a supercritical fluid is injected into the extruder, a
pressure gradient is created within the extruder. In some
embodiments, the proximal or upstream pressure can be
1,000-3,500 psi while the distal or downstream pressure can
be 500-3,000 psi. The back plate or extruder die can control
and maintain the pressure within the extruder from about
500-3,500 psi.

In some embodiments, a single-phase solution of super-
critical fluid and polymer may be formed. The supercritical
fluid tends to reduce the viscosity of the polymer. Thus, the
polymer and supercritical fluid mixture can be processed at a
lower temperature. The lower temperature processing is
advantageous since molecular weight degradation of the
polymer during processing is reduced. Exemplary processing
temperatures in an extruder can be at or about Tm of the
polymer, up to 10° C. above, 10-30° C. above, 30-50° C.
above, or more than 50° C. above the Tm of the polymer. The
Tm of some polymers that can be used are given in Table 1.

The method further includes inducing formation of pores
in the polymer and fluid mixture. As above, a thermodynamic
instability is created in the polymer and fluid mixture through
a temperature, pressure, or both a temperature and pressure
change in the polymer and fluid mixture to a subcritical state
of'the fluid. The instability results in the formation of clusters
or bubbles of fluid within the polymer causing formation of
pores in the polymer.

In some embodiments, the temperature and pressure of the
polymer and fluid mixture can be maintained at supercritical
conditions throughout the extruder barrel and die. In such
embodiments, the polymer and fluid mixture is exposed to
subcritical conditions as it exits the die, resulting in the for-
mation of pores or cells in the polymer. In other embodiments,
the polymer and fluid mixture in the extruder barrel is at
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supercritical conditions throughout and the polymer and fluid
mixture is exposed to subcritical conditions in the extruder
die. This results in the formation of pores in the polymer while
the polymer is in the die. In additional embodiments, the
polymer and fluid mixture can be exposed to supercritical
conditions in the extruder barrel at a location along the axis of
the barrel distal to the point of injection of the supercritical
fluid. As a result, pores can form in the polymer while within
the extruder barrel.

FIG. 8 depicts a schematic illustration of the formation of
a porous polymer structure in a melt process. A supercritical
fluid is injected into a single phase polymer 240 to form a two
phase system 242 of a polymer and supercritical fluid. The
pressure (Pi) of two phase system 242 is greater than Pc. The
two phase system 242 is mixed to form a dispersed system
244 with supercritical fluid dispersed within the polymer. A
thermodynamic instability is induced by reducing the pres-
sure to a pressure Pf' below Pc to form a system 246 in which
nucleation of clusters of subcritical fluid takes place within
the polymer. A porous structure 248 forms due to expansion
of the fluid with a Pf of the structure approximately Patm.

FIG. 9 depicts a schematic illustration of a continuous
process for fabricating a medical article with a porous poly-
meric structure. FIG. 9 depicts an extruder 250 having an
extruder barrel 253 with a proximal end 252 and a distal end
254 and a single rotating screw 256. A solid polymer is fed
into extruder barrel 253 near proximal end 252 of extruder
barrel 253 through a hopper 260 as shown by an arrow 262.
Alternatively, a polymer melt rather than a solid polymer can
be feed into extruder 250. The polymer is melted as it is
conveyed, as shown by arrows 264, through barrel 253. A
supercritical fluid is injected into barrel 253 through port 266
as shown by an arrow 268. Alternatively, the supercritical
fluid can be injected with a polymer melt. A gas or liquid can
also beinjected at subcritical conditions and then transformed
into a supercritical fluid at supercritical conditions after enter-
ing the extruder.

The polymer and fluid mixture exits barrel 253 through
breaker plate 254 into extruder die 272. Polymer 274 exits
extruder die 272 in the shape of a tube, for example, and is
passed through a quench bath 276. Medical article 278 then
passes out of quench bath 276.

FIG. 9 shows an exemplary pressure profile along the axis
of the extruder with Pp and Pd being the pressure at the
proximal and distal ends. As indicated above, the polymer and
fluid mixture can be at supercritical conditions of the fluid in
extruder barrel 253 and extruder die 272. In the case illus-
trated both Pp and Pd are above Pc. Pores are then formed in
the polymer upon exiting extruder die 272 and passing into
quench batch 274, which is at subcritical conditions. Alter-
natively, the polymer and fluid mixture can be exposed to
subcritical conditions in extruder die 272 to form pores in the
polymer. Another option is to expose the polymer and fluid
mixture to subcritical conditions in extruder barrel 253 at a
point distal to the point of injection of the supercritical fluid.
In this case, Pc can be between Pp and Pd.

In further embodiments, a therapeutic agent can be impreg-
nated within the pores of the porous polymer structure formed
in the continuous extrusion process described above. In some
embodiments, the drug can be dissolved or dispersed in the
supercritical fluid. The supercritical fluid and therapeutic
agent mixture can be injected through port 266 of extruder
barrel 253, as described above. The therapeutic agent is then
impregnated in the pores of the polymer when formed. The
therapeutic agent can also be injected into extruder barrel 253
separately from the supercritical fluid.
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Many therapeutic agents are subject to chemical degrada-
tion at high temperatures, for example, above 80-100° C.
Therefore, such therapeutic agents may be chemically
degraded upon injection into an extruder, as described above.
To reduce or prevent such chemical degradation, some
embodiments include impregnating the therapeutic agent into
the polymer in the quench bath upon exiting the extruder. For
example, the therapeutic agent can be dispersed or dissolved
in the quench bath.

In other embodiments, a therapeutic agent can be impreg-
nated into the pores of a porous polymer structure of a medi-
cal article after forming the porous polymer structure of the
medical article, either through a continuous process or a batch
process. One embodiment can include contacting a porous
polymer structure of a medical article with a supercritical
fluid mixed or dispersed with a therapeutic agent. A super-
critical fluid and therapeutic agent mixture can be injected
into a chamber including the medical article with a porous
polymeric structure. The supercritical fluid and therapeutic
agent mixture impregnates the pores of the porous polymeric
structure. The supercritical fluid can then be removed from
the chamber, leaving therapeutic agent impregnated in the
pores of the polymeric structure.

Some embodiments can include reducing the extrusion
temperature below a degradation temperature of the therapeu-
tic agent. This can be performed through the use of gel or
solvent extrusion. In gel or solvent extrusion, a polymer fluid
including a polymer dissolved in a solvent is extruded at
temperatures below the melting point of the polymer. Upon
exiting the die, the polymer fluid is passed through a quench
bath below ambient or room temperature to remove the sol-
vent from the polymer to result in formation of a formed
medical article.

In additional embodiments of the present invention, a tubu-
lar medical article can be formed having an abluminal layer
and an luminal layer with at least one layer being composed of
a porous polymer. In some embodiments, both of the layers
can be porous polymers with the same or different pore struc-
ture properties, such as average pore size and porosity. One or
both of the porous layers can include an impregnated thera-
peutic agent. In other embodiments, one of the layers is
porous and the other is nonporous. In addition, the tubular
medical article can also include one or more additional layers
between the abluminal and luminal layers that are porous or
nonporous.

A tubular medical article with abluminal and luminal lay-
ers as described above can be fabricated by a coating process.
In one embodiment, a coating layer can be formed above an
outer surface, an inner surface, or both of'a porous polymeric
tube made from the batch or continuous process described
above. The coating layer can be formed by coating methods
that involve application of a coating composition including a
polymer dissolved in a solvent to a porous surface of the tube.
The solvent is then removed through evaporation, leaving a
nonporous polymer layer on the porous surface. The coating
composition can be applied using various methods including
spraying, dipping, or applying with an applicator such as a
brush or sponge. The coating composition can also include a
therapeutic agent to form a medicated nonporous layer.

In additional embodiments, a tubular medical article with
abluminal and luminal layers, as described above, can be
fabricated by coextrusion. Coextrusion refers to the process
of extruding two or more materials through a single die with
two or more orifices arranged so that the extrudates from the
separate orifices merge and adhere together into a laminar
structure before cooling or chilling. Each material can be fed
to the die from a separate extruder into separate orifices. In the
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case of tubing coextrusion, the die can include concentric
circular slits through which the different materials exit to
form a tube with two or more layers.

In embodiments of the present invention, an extruder con-
veys a polymer mixed with supercritical fluid, as described
above, and supplies the mixture to a coextrusion die. One or
more porous polymeric layers of a layered tube is formed
from the extrudate. Pores can be formed in the polymer in the
extruder, die, or upon exiting the die with the two or more
orifices.

In an exemplary embodiment, FIG. 10A depicts a die 300
having two circular orifices, an outer orifice 302 and an inner
orifice 304. An extrudate including a polymer material of an
outer layer can exit through outer orifice 302, as shown by
arrows 306, while an extrudate corresponding to an inner
layer can exit through inner orifice 304, as shown by arrows
308. One or both of the extrudates can include a polymer
mixed with a supercritical fluid that allows formation of pores
in the polymer. The extrudates are conveyed through die 300,
in the direction of an arrow 310. The exiting extrudates merge
and are welded together to form a cylindrical layered film
which is cooled to form a tube. One or both of the layers can
be a porous layer. FIG. 10B depicts a coextruded tube 320
with an outer surface 322, an inner layer 324, and an outer
layer 326.

As indicated above, the batch and continuous processes
can be used to fabricate various medical devices having a
variety of structures. In particular, a batch or continuous
process can be used to fabricate a tube with a polymeric foam
structure. Further processing may be required to complete
fabrication of the device.

A stent or stent graft with a porous polymeric body or
scaffolding can be fabricated by making a porous polymeric
tube with either a batch or a continuous process. A stent
pattern is then cut into the porous body to form a stent body or
scaffolding. FIG. 1 depicts an exemplary stent scaffolding
structure. An exemplary porous polymeric stent body can be
composed of all of substantially all PLLLA or PLGA. Such a
stent can further include a nonporous PDLA coating and
optionally a therapeutic agent in the coating.

A stent or stent graft with a porous polymeric coating over
a metal body or scaffolding is fabricated by applying the
batch process to a metallic stent body or scaffolding having a
coating layer over its abluminal, luminal, and sidewall sur-
faces.

Additionally, a stent or stent graft with a porous polymer
coating, as show in FIGS. 2A-B, over a porous polymer body
or scaffolding is fabricated by applying the batch process to a
stent having a polymer body or scaffolding and a coating
layer over its abluminal, luminal, and sidewall surfaces. In
this case, body 332 in FIGS. 2A-B is a porous polymer body.
An exemplary porous polymeric stent body can be composed
ofall of substantially all PLLLA or PLGA. The porous coating
can be composed of PDL A and optionally a therapeutic agent
in the pores.

A stent structure including abluminal, luminal, and option-
ally one or more inner layers with at least one layer being a
porous bioabsorbable polymeric layer can be fabricated by
coextruding a tube having such a layered structure. A stent
pattern is then cut into the tube to form a stent with the desired
structure.

A stent body with porous abluminal and luminal layers can
also be fabricated by forming a tube with nonporous inner and
outer layers using coextrusion. The tube can then be subjected
to the batch process above to form the porous layers. A stent
can then be cut from the porous tube.
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A stent with an abluminal and luminal layers with one layer
being a porous polymeric layer and the other being a metallic
layer can be fabricated by forming a porous polymeric tube by
the continuous process and bonding the inner or outer surface
of'the polymeric tube to an outer or inner surface of a metallic
tube. A stent pattern can then be cut in tube with metal and
porous polymeric layers. Alternatively, a nonporous poly-
meric tube can be bonded to the metal tube. The tube or a stent
cut from the tube can then be subjected to the batch process to
form a porous polymeric layer.

Representative examples of polymers that may be used to
fabricate a medical device according the embodiments
described herein include, but are not limited to, poly(N-
acetylglucosamine) (Chitin), Chitosan, poly(hydroxyvaler-
ate), poly(lactide-co-glycolide), poly (hydroxybutyrate), poly
(hydroxybutyrate-co-valerate), polyorthoester,
polyanhydride, poly(glycolic acid), poly(glycolide), poly(L-
lactic acid), poly(L-lactide), poly(D,L-lactic acid), poly(L-
lactide-co-glycolide); poly(D,L-lactide), poly(caprolactone),
poly(trimethylene carbonate), polyethylene amide, polyeth-
ylene acrylate, poly(glycolic acid-co-trimethylene carbon-
ate), co-poly(ether-esters) (e.g. PEO/PLA), polyphosp-
hazenes, biomolecules (such as fibrin, fibrinogen, cellulose,
starch, collagen and hyaluronic acid), polyurethanes, sili-
cones, polyether block amides, polyesters, polyolefins, poly-
isobutylene and ethylene-alphaolefin copolymers, acrylic
polymers and copolymers other than polyacrylates, vinyl
halide polymers and copolymers (such as polyvinyl chloride),
polyvinyl ethers (such as polyvinyl methyl ether), polyvi-
nylidene halides (such as polyvinylidene chloride), polyacry-
lonitrile, polyvinyl ketones, polyvinyl aromatics (such as
polystyrene), polyvinyl esters (such as polyvinyl acetate),
acrylonitrile-styrene copolymers, ABS resins, polyamides
(such as nylon 6,6 and polycaprolactam), polycarbonates,
polyoxymethylenes, polyimides, polyethers, polyurethanes,
rayon, rayon-triacetate, cellulose, cellulose acetate, cellulose
butyrate, cellulose acetate butyrate, cellophane, cellulose
nitrate, cellulose propionate, cellulose ethers, and carboxym-
ethyl cellulose.

Additional representative examples of polymers that may
be especially well suited for use in fabricating a medical
device according to the methods disclosed herein include
ethylene vinyl alcohol copolymer (commonly known by the
generic name EVOH or by the trade name EVAL), poly(butyl
methacrylate), poly(vinylidene fluoride-co-hexafluororpro-
pene) (e.g., SOLEF 21508, available from Solvay Solexis
PVDFEF, Thorofare, N.I.), polyvinylidene fluoride (otherwise
known as KYNAR, available from ATOFINA Chemicals,
Philadelphia, Pa.), ethylene-vinyl acetate copolymers, and
polyethylene glycol.

Representative examples of polymers that may be used to
fabricate catheters include, but are not limited to, polyether
block amides, polyamides, polyolefins, polyvinyl chloride,
polyurethane, and polycarbonate.

Representative examples of metallic material or an alloy
that may be used for fabricating medical devices include, but
are not limited to, cobalt chromium alloy (ELGILOY), stain-
less steel (316L), high nitrogen stainless steel, e.g., BIODUR
108, cobalt chrome alloy L-605, “MP35N,” “MP20N,”
ELASTINITE (Nitinol), tantalum, nickel-titanium alloy,
platinum-iridium alloy, gold, magnesium, or combinations
thereof. “MP35N” and “MP20N” are trade names for alloys
of cobalt, nickel, chromium and molybdenum available from
Standard Press Steel Co., Jenkintown, Pa. “MP35N” consists
01'35% cobalt, 35% nickel, 20% chromium, and 10% molyb-
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denum. “MP20N” consists of 50% cobalt, 20% nickel, 20%
chromium, and 10% molybdenum.

For example, a stainless steel tube or sheet may be Alloy
type: 316L SS, Special Chemistry per ASTM F138-92 or
ASTM F139-92 grade 2. Special Chemistry of type 3161 per
ASTM F138-92 or ASTM F139-92 Stainless Steel for Surgi-
cal Implants in weight percent. An exemplary weight percent
may be as follows: Carbon (C): 0.03% max; Manganese
(Mn): 2.00% max; Phosphorous (P): 0.025% max.; Sulphur
(S): 0.010% max.; Silicon (Si): 0.75% max.; Chromium (Cr):
17.00-19.00%; Nickel (Ni): 13.00-15.50%; Molybdenum
(Mo): 2.00-3.00%; Nitrogen (N): 0.10% max.; Copper (Cu):
0.50% max.; Iron (Fe): Balance.

Additionally, medical devices may also be composed par-
tially or completely of biostable or bioerodible metals. Some
metals are considered bioerodible since they tend to erode or
corrode relatively rapidly when exposed to bodily fluids.
Biostable metals refer to metals that are not bioerodible.
Biostable metals have negligible erosion or corrosion rates
when exposed to bodily fluids. Representative examples of
biodegradable metals that may be used to fabricate stents may
include, but are not limited to, magnesium, zinc, and iron.
Biodegradable metals can be used in combination with bio-
degradable polymers.

While particular embodiments of the present invention
have been shown and described, it will be obvious to those
skilled in the art that changes and modifications can be made
without departing from this invention in its broader aspects.
Therefore, the appended claims are to encompass within their
scope all such changes and modifications as fall within the
true spirit and scope of this invention.

What is claimed is:
1. A method of fabricating a stent, comprising:
disposing a bioabsorbable polymer tube in a chamber,
wherein the tube is composed of poly(L-lactide);

contacting the tube with a fluid at supercritical conditions
comprising greater than 100° C. above a glass transition
temperature of poly(L-lactide), wherein a therapeutic
agent is dissolved in the supercritical fluid, and wherein
the fluid is impregnated in the poly(L-lactide); and

adjusting conditions in the chamber so that the fluid is
subcritical to form a porous structure in the tube,
wherein the therapeutic agent is retained within the
porous tube; and

cutting a stent pattern in the porous tube.

2. A method of fabricating a stent, comprising:

disposing a bioabsorbable polymer tube in a chamber;

contacting the tube with a fluid at supercritical conditions,

wherein a therapeutic agent is dissolved in the super-
critical fluid, and wherein the fluid is impregnated in the
polymeric tube;

adjusting conditions in the chamber so that the fluid is

subcritical to form a porous structure in the tube,
wherein the therapeutic agent is retained within the
porous tube; and

reducing or preventing radial expansion of the tube during

formation of the porous structure.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising forming a
stent pattern in the porous polymer tube.

4. The method of claim 2, wherein the tube is composed of
poly(L-lactide) and the supercritical conditions comprise
greater than 100° C. above a glass transition temperature of
poly(L-lactide).



